CHAPTER 21					Pocomoke City Police Department Policy
NALOXONE PROGRAM
				

21.1	Purpose
	The purpose of this directive is to establish guidelines and procedures governing the utilization of 	the Nasal Naloxone administered by officers of the Pocomoke City Police Department.  The 		objective of administering Nasal naloxone is to treat opioid overdoses and minimize fatalities 	caused by opioids.
21.1.1 	Policy
	It is the policy of the Pocomoke City Police Department for trained officers to administer 		Nasal Naloxone to persons suffering from opioid overdoses as the earliest possible time to 	minimize fatalities.
21.1.2	 Definitions
	A. NALOXONE: A medication that blocks or reverses the effects of an opioid medication; may 	be sold under the brand name Narcan®.
	B. OPIOID: Any compound derived from or of similar structure to opium, with morphine-like 	effects; codeine, heroin and methadone are common examples.
21.2	 Procedure
	1. General
	A. The Patrol Lieutenant with be responsible for:
	1. Ensuring the Nasal Naloxone kits are current and not past its expiration date.
	2. Ensuring that authorized officers are adequately trained in its use. 
	3. Ensuring that any use of Nasal Naloxone on a subject is documented on an Incident Report.
	4. Replacing Nasal Naloxone kits that are either damaged, unusable, expired, or had been used 	and providing officers with new Nasal Naloxone kits. 
	5. Reporting Nasal Naloxone use to the Worcester County Health Department’s Nasal Naloxone 		    Coordinator within 48 hours of deployment and whether the use was successful or not in 	   	    saving a life.
	B. Nasal Naloxone kits are stored in the North and South Sector Equipment Bags. They are to be 	    	     taken at the beginning of each shift then returned at the end of each shift.
	

21.2.1	 Indications and Use
	A. Authorized officers shall utilize Nasal Naloxone on subjects believed to be suffering from an 		     opioid overdose.  Information that a subject is suffering from an opioid overdose include, but 	   	     are not limited to:
	1. Blood-shot eyes;
	2. Pinpoint pupils, even in a darkened room/area;
	3. Depressed or slow respiratory rate;
	4. Difficulty breathing (labored breathing, shallow breaths);
	5. Blue skin, lips, or fingernails;
	6. Decreased pulse rate;
	7. Low blood pressure;
	8. Loss of alertness (drowsiness);
	9. Unresponsiveness;
            10. Seizures;
            11. Evidence of ingestion, inhalation, injection (needles, spoons, tourniquets, needle tracks, 	 	     bloody nose, etc.)
            12. Past history of opioid use/abuse.

	B. Officers shall follow the protocols outlined in their Nasal Naloxone training.	

	C. When using the Nasal Naloxone kit, officers will maintain universal precautions against 		     pathogens, perform patient assessment; determine unresponsiveness, absence of breathing and 	  	     or pulse.

	D. Officers should update Communications on the patient’s status. 

	E. After administering Naloxone, the officer will observe the patient closely until EMS arrives 	 	    and notify EMS personnel that Naloxone was administered.

	F.  If the officers or EMS on scene believe they are dealing with an opioid overdose then 	 		     communications should be advised to immediately contact Worcester Central to have the on 		     call Criminal Enforcement Team member respond to their location to follow-up and assist   		     with this incident.

	G.  If a child is present during an overdose/attempted overdose, the Department of Social 		  	      Services is to be contacted immediately.




21.2.2	 Maintenance / Replacement

	A. Officers authorized to use Nasal Naloxone kits are responsible for inspecting the kit prior to 	 	     each shift.

	B. Missing or damaged Nasal Naloxone kit(s) will be reported to the Patrol Lieutenant. 		     

	
21.2.3	 Documentation Requirements

	A. Upon completing a Nasal naloxone use, the officer shall submit an Incident Report detailing 		     the nature of the incident, the care the patient received, and the fact that Nasal Naloxone was 	  	     deployed and whether the Nasal Naloxone use was successful (to the extent possible at the 		     time).  

[bookmark: _GoBack]	B. The Incident Report will be forwarded to the on-duty supervisor. for review/approval.  The 		     Patrol Lieutenant will conduct a final review of the incident or Incident Report and then may		     contact the Worcester County Criminal Enforcement Team with the incident information.
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